Division : Notes For Parents / Reminder For Children

The recommended strategy used to solve division problems, which is called ‘chunking,’  requires you to understand how to use 4 separate maths skills:

1)   How to count in multiples of 10 and 100.

This allows you to use your times tables knowledge, by using the same number pattern but making each number 10 or 100 times bigger.

e.g (x3) 3,6,9,12 becomes (x30) 30,60,90,120 becomes (x300) 300,600,900,1200

2) How to adjust a count in multiples of 10 or 100 to a count in units.

You know that you can make 1200 easily by counting in 300’s, but in a sum you might be dividing by 3 and not 300, so how many 3’s have you used?  

Solution : Adjust the sum by transferring the zeroes between the numbers in the question (making the larger number in the question 100 times smaller and, vice versa, the smaller number 100 times bigger). The changes in the sum balance each other out, and the answer will always be the same).          

         e.g.  4x300=1200   is the same as 4x3 x100 =1200 becomes 400x3=1200.

So you can quickly work out that you need 400   3’s   to make   1200.

3) How to subtract two numbers mentally by counting on (up) from the smallest number.

4) How to recognise a remainder.

Keep on subtracting amounts until you get either a 0 (which means there is no remainder), or an answer which is smaller than the number you are dividing by (which will be a remainder).

Here are a few worked out examples.
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